
MEETING HELD MAY 5, 2014 
 

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Port Chester, New York, was held 

on Monday, May 5, 2014, in the Court Room of the Police Headquarters Building, 350 

North Main Street, Port Chester, New York, with Mayor Neil Pagano presiding. 

 

Present in addition to Mayor Pagano, were Trustees Gregory Adams, Daniel Brakewood, 

Saverio Terenzi, Luis Marino, Joseph Kenner and Gene Ceccarelli. 

 

Also present were Village Manager, Christopher Steers; Village Clerk, Janusz R. 

Richards; Village Attorney, Anthony Cerreto; Village Treasurer, Leonie Douglas (arrived 

at 7:07 p.m.); Director of Planning and Development Christopher Gomez (arrived at 7:07 

p.m.); Acting Police Chief, John R. Telesca, Building Inspector and Director of Code 

Enforcement Peter Miley; Christopher Ameigh Administrative Aide to the Village 

Manager (arrived at 7:07 p.m.); Village Planner Jesica Youngblood (arrived at 7:07 p.m.) 

and Village Engineer, Dolph Rotfeld. 

 

On motion of TRUSTEE ADAMS, seconded by TRUSTEE TERENZI the 

meeting was declared opened at 6:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

At 6:30 p.m., on motion of TRUSTEE ADAMS, seconded by TRUSTEE 

MARINO the Board adjourned into an executive session regarding the Village 
Manager’s Employment Agreement Renewal. 
 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

Present in addition to the Board of Trustees, were Village Manager, Christopher Steers 

and Village Attorney, Anthony Cerreto. 

No action was taken in executive session. 
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At 7:07 p.m., a motion to come out of executive session was made by TRUSTEE 

TERENZI, seconded by TRUSTEE KENNER, the Board of Trustees closed the 

executive session. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION #1 (POSTPONE) 

AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE 

VILLAGE MANAGER 

On motion of TRUSTEE BRAKEWOOD, seconded by TRUSTEE KENNER to 

postpone the vote on resolution Number 1 to the May 19, 2014 meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

 On motion of TRUSTEE  , seconded by TRUSTEE  , the following 

resolution was adopted by the Village of Port Chester, New York: 

 WHEREAS, since October 11, 2012, Christopher D. Steers has been employed by 

the Village of Port Chester as Village Manager; and 

WHEREAS, the employment agreement between the Village and the Manager 

provides for a two-year term to expire on October 11, 2014; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has timely notified the Manager of its’ 

intention to renew the said agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the parties have negotiated terms for the renewal. Now, therefore, be 

it 
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 RESOLVED, that on behalf of the Board of Trustees the Mayor is hereby 

authorized to enter into an employment agreement with Mr. Steers in the form annexed 

herein setting out the following terms and conditions: 

 -two year term 

 -current annual base salary of $190,000 

--assigned village vehicle with expense for professional and Village-related 

business use assumed by the Village 

 - six months severance 

 - annual performance and goals evaluation 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

________________________  

Anthony M. Cerreto, Village Attorney 

 

 

RESOLUTION #2 (POSTPONE) 

AMENDING THE VILLAGE OF PORT CHESTER 

APPOINTED/NON-UNION BENEFIT PLAN 

 

On motion of TRUSTEE BRAKEWOOD, seconded by TRUSTEE MARINO to 

postpone the vote on resolution Number 2 to the May 19, 2014 meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

 On motion of TRUSTEE  , seconded by TRUSTEE  , the following 

resolution was adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Port Chester, New 

York: 

 WHEREAS, by resolution adopted on November 1, 2004, the Board of Trustees 

adopted a benefit plan for  public officers and employees that are appointed and/ or are 

not part of a collective bargaining unit; and 
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 WHEREAS, the plan provides that an individual may request a payment in lieu of  

accrued vacation days with the approval of the individual’s supervisor and prior 

notification to the Finance Office; and 

 WHEREAS, the Board desires that officers and employees take their allotted 

vacation time. Now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Appointed/Non-Union Benefit Plan adopted on November 

1, 2004 be amended to eliminate the provision for a vacation “buy-out.” 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

________________________  

Anthony M. Cerreto, Village Attorney 

 

WORK SESSION 
 

Bart Didden, Chairman of Waterfront Commission, commented on the opening of 

McShane’s on North Main Street.  The restaurant is doing remarkably well.  He 

commented on the Waterfront’s activities or lack of activities due to the lack of attention 

by the Village itself.  This is something that’s been going on for a long time.  The 

Waterfront Commission operates under Chapters 148 and 332 of the Village Code and 

they cross over between the two sections.  The commission is unproductive and in as 

much disarray as the waterfront itself.  With moderate changes the commission can 

become a stellar example how to move the game down the road.  Every vessel that travels 

down the river is supposed to be paying a fee to the Village.  None are.  The only income 

comes from the moored boats in the marina.  We have size limitations and 

responsibilities of a harbor master and don’t have any enforcement on the river.  The 

Building department permits for docks are supposed to go by the Waterfront Commission 

for review.  The Waterfront Commission would like the Board to appoint a commission, 

as a committee, to become the harbormaster to make the decisions that have to be made 

about moorings and land-based properties that support Waterfront activity in the Village.  

The members of the commission are incredibly knowledgeable.  The request was made to 

reappoint all the members to the Waterfront Commission. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Mayor Pagano asked if there was anyone from the audience who would like to make any 

comments regarding this public hearing. 

 

Comments were made by: 

 

Ms. Goldie Solomon commented on the special day of Cinco DeMayo.  With Memorial 

Day coming up, we should honor all who served to keep this country free.   

 

Ms. Beatrice Conetta commended Bart Didden and the Waterfront Commission.  Since 

the sewer rent meeting residents have questions because they do not know what it is all 

about.  People have been asking for petitions regarding the Amnesty Program.   
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Ms. Andrea Granata commented on the petition presented on code reform.  She 

commented on code enforcement on sheds.  Ms. Granata commented that we should not 

spend above budget.   

 

Mr. Frank Ferrara commented on the alternate candidate to the Planning Commission.  

We need younger people on our commissions.   

 

Mr. Morlino commented on the United Hospital property and the resources that it would 

add to, in particular the school district.  With all the multi-family building going on, this 

affects the future of Port Chester. 

 

Trustee Terenzi commented on e-mails he received regarding Andrea Granata.  

 

PRESENTATION 
 

Ms. Dina Goren gave a presentation on “Bark For Your Park” contest. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION #3 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT ON BEHALF OF THE VILLAGE OF PORT CHESTER FOR 

THE “BARK FOR YOUR PARK” CONTEST ENTERED INTO BY THE PORT 

CHESTER DOG PARK GROUP TO ASSIST IN FUNDING A PROPOSED DOG 

PARK AT ABENDROTH PARK 

 RESOLVED, that the Village Manager is hereby authorized to send the annexed 

letter of support for the Port Chester Dog Park Group’s  submission in the “Bark for Your 

Park” Contest to assist in funding a proposed dog park at Abendroth Park. 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

________________________  

Anthony M. Cerreto, Village Attorney 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino and Trustee Ceccarelli. 

NOES: Mayor Pagano. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 
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RESOLUTION #4 (POSTPONE) 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

On motion of TRUSTEE BRAKEWOOD, seconded by TRUSTEE KENNER to 

postpone the vote on resolution Number 4 to the May 19, 2014 meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

 On motion of TRUSTEE  , seconded by TRUSTEE  , the following resolution 

as adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Port Chester, New York: 

 

 RESOLVED, that _________________, residing in Port Chester New York, be 

and hereby is appointed as an ALTERNATE member of the Port Chester PLANNING 

COMMISSION, and to fill the seat previously held by Sheila M. Rogan, effective 

immediately with said term expiring on 06/16/2014. 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_____________________  

Village Attorney, Anthony Cerreto 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #5 (POSTPONE) 

ESTABLISHING REVISED FEES FOR THE USE OF VILLAGE PARKS 

 

On motion of TRUSTEE BRAKEWOOD, seconded by TRUSTEE MARINO to 

postpone the vote on resolution Number 5 to the May 19, 2014 meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 
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 On motion of TRUSTEE  , seconded by TRUSTEE  , the following 

resolution was adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Port Chester, New 

York: 

 WHEREAS, the Park Commission has recommended fees for the use of Village 

parks; and 

WHEREAS, the Chairman of the Park Commission has made a presentation with 

regard to same and has urged their approval by the Board of Trustees. Now, therefore, be 

it 

RESOLVED, that the Code of the Village of Port Chester, Chapter 175, Fees, be 

amended as follows: 

Code Reference 

Section 236- 5 

Fee 

DELETE:  

Permit fee for all parks 

Up to four hours  

Residents    $100 

Nonresidents    $200 

Resident corporations   $200 

Nonresident corporations   $300 

Nonprofit organizations  $25 

 

ADD: 

Group Use (up to five hours)  

Residents  Up to 49 persons   $100 

    51-99 persons  $225 

    100 persons  

and over   $600 

 Non-Resident  Up to 49 persons $250 

    50-99 persons  $500 

    100 persons and over $1,000 
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Athletic Field Use (two hours) 

Lyon Park Baseball Field 

Resident    $50 

Non-Resident    $200 

Recreation Park Baseball Field 

Resident    $50 

Non-Resident    $200 

Abendroth Park Softball Field 

Resident    $50 

Non-Resident    $200 

Abendroth Park Soccer Field 

Resident    $50 

Non-Resident    $200 

Columbus Park Soccer Field   

Youth Resident    $60 

Youth Non-Resident   $120 

Adult Resident   $90 

Adult Non-Resident   $180 

Resident Corporation   $175 

Non-Resident corporation  $350 

(Youth designation is 18 years or less or still in high school)  

Edgewood Park Baseball Field 

Resident    $50 

Non-Resident    $100 

Edgewood Park Soccer Field 

Resident    $50 

Non-Resident    $100 

 

Approved as to Form: 
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________________________  

Anthony M. Cerreto, Village Attorney 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCES 
 

From Joseph L. Suppa regarding resignation from the Architectural Board of Review. 

 

The Board accepted the correspondence. 

 

From Senator Latimer's Office - Traffic Complaint from Marian Gray - 61 Oak St., 

PC. 

 

The Board referred the correspondence to staff (Traffic Commission). 

 

MINUTES 
 

Minutes from April 12, 2014 

On motion of TRUSTEE MARINO, seconded by TRUSTEE CECCARELLI, the 

Board of Trustees accepted the minutes of April 12, 2014. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

 

Minutes from April 15, 2014 

On motion of TRUSTEE MARINO, seconded by TRUSTEE CECCARELLI, the 

Board of Trustees accepted the minutes of April 15, 2014. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

 

Minutes from April 21, 2014 
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On motion of TRUSTEE MARINO, seconded by TRUSTEE CECCARELLI, the 

Board of Trustees accepted the minutes of April 21, 2014. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

Minutes from April 22, 2014. 

On motion of TRUSTEE MARINO, seconded by TRUSTEE CECCARELLI, the 

Board of Trustees accepted the minutes of April 22, 2014. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND BOARD COMMENTS 

Mayor Pagano asked if there was anyone from the audience who would like to make any 

comments regarding this public hearing. 

 

Comments were made by: 

 

Public 

 

Ms. Granata commented on e-mails received by Trustee Terenzi.   

 

Ms. Conetta commented on Ms. Granata’s being cited for a shed when the person she 

complained about was not.  This has developed into a neighborhood disaster.  She 

commented on the proposed condo on Pearl and King Streets.  They were given 

permission for 20 units; they now want to build 50 units.  She asked about the bonus 

program to which they are entitled Village Director of P&D Chris Gomez commented 

this is density development to attract transient residents.   

 

Board 

 

Trustee Adams commented on the Post Road signage (near the United Hospital Property) 

that says 287, but I-95 is not there.  He requested that someone look into getting I-95 

signage back up.  We should continue the effort of keeping people on the Boards.   
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Regarding the budget, we are working hard to watch the taxpayer’s pocketbook, but we 

must keep the Village on solid ground. 

 

Trustee Marino commented on the property on Washington Street.  We need to do 

something about this.  There bottom of the property is boarded, but people are still living 

in it.   

 

Trustee Ceccarelli commented on the Dog Park.  The street paving and potholes are still 

in disrepair.  As trustees we need to get more timely information when something 

happens within the Village.  He thanked the Westmore News for the restaurant review.  

The Village has a lot of rentals; we should have more ownership. 

 

Mayor Pagano commented on misinformation on the dissolution matter.  The Board has 

met monthly with the Town of Rye, Rye Brook and Village of Mamaroneck.  There will 

be no changes in our use of Crawford Park whether or not we move forward. 

 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

At 9:29 p.m., on motion of TRUSTEE ADAMS, seconded by TRUSTEE 

MARINO the Board adjourned into an executive session regarding a particular person in 

the Police Department. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

Present in addition to the Board of Trustees, were Village Manager, Christopher Steers; 

Village Clerk, Janusz R. Richards; Village Attorney, Anthony Cerreto; Acting Police 

Chief, John R. Telesca and Christopher Ameigh Administrative Aide to the Village 

Manager. 

 

No action was taken in executive session. 

 

At 9:48 p.m., a motion to come out of executive session was made by TRUSTEE 

KENNER, seconded by TRUSTEE ADAMS, the Board of Trustees closed the executive 

session. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 
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DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

 

At 9:48 p.m., on motion of TRUSTEE ADAMS, seconded by TRUSTEE 

MARINO, the meeting was closed. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

AYES: Trustees Adams, Brakewood, Terenzi, Kenner, Marino, Ceccarelli and Mayor 

Pagano 

NOES: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Janusz R. Richards 

Village Clerk 


